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Mesa Unified School DistrictMesa Unified School District

-- 90 Schools90 Schools

-- 74,000 K74,000 K--12 Students12 Students

-- Native American StudentsNative American Students

ElementaryElementary 1,7531,753

Junior HighJunior High 742742

High SchoolHigh School 504504

AlternativeAlternative 157157

TotalTotal 3,1563,156

53 Elementary
13 Junior High
6 High Schools

19 Alternative Schools & Programs



Mesa Mesa 
ArizonaArizona

Salt River Pima Maricopa Salt River Pima Maricopa 
Indian CommunityIndian Community

Fort McDowell Fort McDowell 
Yavapai NationYavapai Nation

Urban Native Urban Native 
CommunityCommunity

Mesa Unified School DistrictMesa Unified School District



Native American StudentsNative American Students

•• Ft. McDowell Yavapai NationFt. McDowell Yavapai Nation

62 students62 students

•• Salt River Pima Maricopa NationSalt River Pima Maricopa Nation

973 students973 students

•• Urban Urban –– Over 35 Tribal NationsOver 35 Tribal Nations

169 students169 students

•• UndesignatedUndesignated

430 students430 students



Native American Student StatisticsNative American Student Statistics



Percentages of Native American StudentsPercentages of Native American Students

Passed AIMSPassed AIMS
20052005

Reading
MPS Arizona State

Grade 3 50% 45%

Grade 5 49% 44%

Math
Grade 3 54% 51%

Grade 5 48% 46%



Percentage Passing AIMSPercentage Passing AIMS

Spring 2006Spring 2006

MPS/Native American StudentsMPS/Native American Students
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Percentage Passing AIMSPercentage Passing AIMS

Spring 2006Spring 2006

MPS/Native American StudentsMPS/Native American Students

MATHMATH

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

64%

3rd grade

InIn
-- to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n

Al
l N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
Al

l N
at

ive
 A

m
er

ica
n

Me
sa

 P
ub

lic
 S

ch
oo

ls
Me

sa
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

77%

59%
62%

5th grade

InIn
-- to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n

Al
l N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
Al

l N
at

ive
 A

m
er

ica
n

Me
sa

 P
ub

lic
 S

ch
oo

ls
Me

sa
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

76%

58%

48%

8th grade

InIn
-- to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n

Al
l N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
Al

l N
at

ive
 A

m
er

ica
n

Me
sa

 P
ub

lic
 S

ch
oo

ls
Me

sa
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

68%

41%

61%

10th grade

InIn
-- to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
to

wn
 N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n

Al
l N

at
ive

 A
m

er
ica

n
Al

l N
at

ive
 A

m
er

ica
n

Me
sa

 P
ub

lic
 S

ch
oo

ls
Me

sa
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

84%

50%



Percentage Passing AIMSPercentage Passing AIMS

Spring 2006Spring 2006

MPS/Native American StudentsMPS/Native American Students
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MPS Native American Education ProgramMPS Native American Education Program

Graduation RatesGraduation Rates

2002 2002 -- 20062006

50% 56.08%
61.49%
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EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES



EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES

••Intergovernmental Agreement Intergovernmental Agreement 
between local tribe and school between local tribe and school 
districtdistrict

••Assistant Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent and 
Tribal Education RepresentativesTribal Education Representatives

••Principals invited to Tribal School Principals invited to Tribal School 
Board MeetingBoard Meeting



EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES

••Policy RevisionPolicy Revision

–– Commencement CeremoniesCommencement Ceremonies

••Student Assessment and DataStudent Assessment and Data

-- AIMSAIMS

-- Drop OutDrop Out

-- GraduationGraduation

••Textbook Adoption CommitteeTextbook Adoption Committee



EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES

••New Small SchoolsNew Small Schools

-- Individualized attention & counselingIndividualized attention & counseling

-- Health career explorationHealth career exploration

-- Credit recovery programsCredit recovery programs

-- Behavior remediationBehavior remediation

-- Structured environmentStructured environment



EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES

••Partnership with local community Partnership with local community 
collegescolleges

-- HOOPS HOOPS -- 1010--1212thth students students 
enrolled in college coursesenrolled in college courses

-- Phoenix Indian CenterPhoenix Indian Center

--Learning CircleLearning Circle

--Dine Intergenerational ClassDine Intergenerational Class



EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIESEDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES

••Native American Education ProgramNative American Education Program

Services holistic approach with studentsServices holistic approach with students

-- Academic tracking & assistanceAcademic tracking & assistance

-- Attendance support includes home visitsAttendance support includes home visits

-- Daily supportDaily support

-- AIMS trackingAIMS tracking

-- Acknowledge High School 3.0 studentsAcknowledge High School 3.0 students
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