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School districts across the country are facing
increasingly tighter budgets, and both the
Department of Education and some members of
Congress have voiced support for alternatives to
local school board governance, as they discuss
expanding charters and school district

takeovers. With significant policy decisions and
billions of dollars at stake for education, the school
board message must resonate loudly and clearly
with legislators at this year’s FRN Conference and
throughout the year. We need your help to make it
happen!

While the status of legislation could change and new
issues could emerge in the coming months, NSBA has
identified several priority issues that we will address at
the FRN conference, January 31 —

February 2, 2010 in Washington, D.C.:

e Reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA/NCLB), and enlist Congress
to commit to our agenda before new legislation
is enacted.

e Ensure adequate funding for education
programs, including full funding for mandates
such as the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) and Title | — especially
when stimulus funding ends.

e Seek an opportunity for education in a jobs bill.

e Promote local governance and decision-making
as keys to effective public education and
student achievement in the 21st century.

e Advance forward-looking initiatives in pre-k
education, teacher effectiveness, and education
innovation.

In addition to your in-depth briefing on these issues,
you will learn how local school districts can best deal
with the requirements of Race to the Top, School
Innovation and i(3) funds as well as the opportunity to
gain funding for your school district. You will also learn

how to sharpen your advocacy skills and get the inside
track from political insiders, the administration and
members of Congress.

Congratulations on your FRN appointment!

As a representative exclusively appointed by your state
association to NSBA’s Federal Relations Network (FRN),
you are uniquely positioned to work with your members
of Congress. Your legislators will make significant
decisions about education funding and the future
federal role in public education that could affect your
district for the next seven years — at least.

As an FRN member, you will prove to be an important
resource to your U.S. representative and senators as
you guide them through these crucial decisions. In your
role as a school board member, you know what policies
work—and do not work—in your school district. Your
school board knowledge, coupled with the in-depth
expertise you will gain at the FRN conference, will be
essential to your advocacy efforts on NSBA’s Day on the
Hill and throughout the year. If you don’t represent
your school district, who will?

The FRN conference provides the opportunity for you to
begin to build your advocacy efforts with your members
of Congress for the coming year. Please remember to
coordinate your Capitol Hill activities with your state
school boards association.

NSBA'’s 37t Annual Federal Relations
Network Conference
January 31- February 2, 2010
Washington, DC

www.nsba.org/frn2010

In this packet:

e Your FRN Homework Assignments

e Background information on NSBA Priority Issues

e Conference Logistical Information

Please visit www.nsba.org/frn2010 to access the
conference website with online reaistration and more.
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e How to Use This Backgrounder

- Use the enclosed information to prepare for your lobbying visits on Capitol
Hill. The background information on Federal Funding for Education,
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA/NCLB), Teacher
Effectiveness, and Early Childhood Education will help you determine the
issues of importance to your school district. Additional materials will be
available online one week before the conference and on-site.

» Use the FRN Homework to prepare information for your lobbying efforts
on Capitol Hill and bring several copies of your answers. The FRN
Homework can be found at the beginning of this document.

- The FRN Logistical Information should answer many of your questions as
you plan your trip to Washington, D.C. Please also visit
www.nsba.org/FRN2010 to access additional information about the
conference. You may also register for the conference and make your hotel
reservations online.

- NSBA mails and faxes a Congressional Reception invitation to all members
of Congress one month prior to the event. You may use the enclosed
invitation to personally encourage your members to attend. Be sure to
mention that you and your delegation will be there.

- Should you have any questions, please contact Kathleen Branch at
kbranch@nsba.org or Melissa Harden at mharden@nsba.org or call
703.838.6722.

We look forward to seeing you in January!






Early Childhood Education

Given the high priority the new administration places on early childhood, strong public
support for pre-K education in public schools, and pending legislation to increase funding
and quality in early education, we anticipate opportunities for school districts to increase
their involvement in this area.

1. Does your school district offer a pre-kindergarten program?
2. If yes (in response to question 1),
a. What is the percentage of eligible children enrolled?
b. How is it funded (e.g. local, state, other, combination)?
c. Has your state’s fiscal situation put pressure on the distinct to reduce resources going to
early education?
3. Ifno (in response to question 1),
a. Would your district be interested in providing early education?
b. What are your community needs?

c. How would the availability of federal funds help?

If you have any questions, please contact:

e Kathleen Branch
Director, Advocacy Services
800.609.NSBA (6722) ext. 6
kbranch@nsba.org

e Melissa Harden
Field Coordinator
703.838.6160
mharden@nsba.org.

% 2010 FRN Homework



