Subject:
Teacher and Principal Effectiveness

NSBA urges Congress to provide funding for research and implementation that supports a broad range of locally developed strategies to improve teacher and principal effectiveness to increase student achievement through:

(a)
evidence-based preparation and professional development;

(b)
evidence-based evaluation systems that include student performance;

(c)
alternative certification programs; and,

(d)
state and school district flexibility regarding credentials for small and rural schools and specialized programs such as Science, Technology, Engineering, ARTS, and Mathematics (STEAM).

RATIONALE:

· Small and rural school districts often encounter difficulty in recruiting and retaining appropriately qualified instructors and administrators to provide specialized programs.  Flexibility with respect to credential would help alleviate this problem.

· Arts education is an important component of a comprehensive curriculum that will prepare students for the 21st Century.

· The Arts should be added to the specialized programs of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  STEM programs should be referred as STEAM programs.

Submitted by:
The Ohio School Boards Association for readoption (with revisions) of 2011 Resolution 7.

Staff Note:
Language to be added is in BOLD TYPE.
Subject:
21st Century Skills

NSBA urges Congress to support programs and research that focus on problem-solving, creativity, critical thinking, FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY, and other high-level 21st century skills that are important for success in a global workplace. As such, Congress should support school district capacity to provide the technology and tools necessary to foster innovative learning practices and instructional methods that bridge school and real-world experiences, provide for greater individualization of education, and prepare students for college and/or career.

In addition, Congress should provide funding and other incentives to states and localities to design and implement rigorous science, technology, engineering, ARTS, and math (STEAM) curriculum and encourage geographical and cultural awareness.

RATIONALE:

· It is critical that American students develop proficiency in one or more foreign languages if they are to be successful in the global economy. To be limited to only one language is to be unprepared for the future.

· Incorporation of the arts into the curriculum is an important component that will encourage creativity, critical thinking and awareness.

Submitted by:
The Ohio School Boards Association for readoption (with revisions) of 2011 Resolution 8.

Staff Note:
Language to be added is in BOLD TYPE.
Subject:
Student Mobility

NSBA urges Congress to take the following actions:

(a)
authorize a national longitudinal study of the social, economic and academic issues that confront transient, mobile, and migrant students, AND ALL MILITARY CHILDREN, utilizing research based strategies to improve services to these children;

(b)
direct state departments of education to track and report mobile student populations and also coordinate and interface existing data systems to acknowledge the existing federally-funded migrant student data system and other data systems that have been developed; 
(c)
create a pilot program to provide financial assistance for school districts with a high mobility student population; and,

(d)
direct state departments of education to track and report standardized test results for the mobile student population.

RATIONALE:

· Children of military families experience high levels of mobility but are often neglected in studies and reports of student mobility and do not always receive the support they need.  This is particularly true for those students whose families reside off-base.  It is important that these children receive appropriate services.

Submitted by:
The Ohio School Boards Association for readoption (with revisions) of 2011 Resolution 16.

Staff Note:
Language to be deleted is in strikeout format; language to be added is in BOLD TYPE.
Subject:
Federal Impact Aid

NSBA urges Congress to authorize and fully fund Impact Aid to local districts to help support the education of all students whose parents or legal guardians reside and/or work on federal tax-exempt property or within local school districts that include federal tax-exempt property.

Further, NSBA urges Congress to review the threshold for eligibility in those circumstances where the parent or legal guardian has been called to active duty outside the geographical boundaries of a school district that does not meet the 400 students or 3% enrollment requirement for Impact Aid. The review would explore the possibility of expanding eligibility requirements for Impact Aid without displacing funds from districts that are currently eligible.

RATIONALE:

· Federal tax-exempt facilities and areas place financial burdens on local school districts.

· Federal Impact Aid (basic support payments), while proving a weighted per-pupil cost, is not available to school districts on a per-pupil basis.

· School districts enrolling federal students must spend existing revenue to educate a greater number of children than that revenue accounts for if they do not meet the existing criteria for federal Impact Aid.

· Base closings may adversely affect the ability of some school districts to meet the criteria for an Impact Aid district.

· Federal student enrollment in schools further from military bases, including mega-bases, should be encouraged by having the aid follow the student.

Submitted by:
The New Jersey School Boards Association for readoption of 2011 Resolution 2.

Subject:
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

NSBA urges Congress to amend the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act to:

(a)
limit responsibilities for child find and evaluation of students with disabilities to those students who reside within the boundaries of the local school district rather than requiring school districts to provide such services for all children who attend private schools within the boundaries of the school district; 

(b)
prohibit any court, administrative body or other entity from requiring a school board or state within the United States to provide for a child’s education, residential cost or the cost of any other services provided outside the United States;

(c)
prohibit tuition reimbursement for students with disabilities unilaterally placed by their parents in private schools; and,

(d)
ALWAYS place the burden of proof in challenges to a student’s Individual Education Program (IEP) upon the party bringing the challenge.

RATIONALE:

· Currently, a school district or state can be required to fund a special education placement outside the United States when comparable programs exist within the United States that are less expensive, forcing local school districts to incur substantial costs.

· The IDEA places a disproportionate burden of responsibility on school districts for “child find and evaluation functions” since non-public schools located within the geographical boundaries of the public school district enroll significant number of students who reside outside of the public school district.

Submitted by:
The New Jersey School Boards Association for readoption (with revisions) of 2011 Resolution 14.

Staff Note:
Language to be added is in BOLD TYPE.
Subject:
Migrant Education Program

NSBA urges Congress to amend the Migrant Education Program (MEP) to make funding available to school districts TO HELP THEM FULFILL THEIR LEGAL OBLIGATION TO EDUCATE CHILDREN OF MIGRANT WORKERS REGARDLESS OF THEIR IMMIGRATION STATUS OR THE AVAILABILITY OF EMPLOYMENT.  IN ORDER TO GIVE MIGRANT CHILDREN THE OPPORTUNITY TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL, NSBA ALSO URGES CONGRESS TO FULLY FUND MEP. for children of migrant workers to help them fulfill their legal obligations and give migrant children the opportunity to reach their full potential.
RATIONALE:

· Although federal law requires school districts to educate students regardless of immigration status, MEP funding currently is available to school districts only to support the education of legal migrant workers or their children for whom the district is able to document their employment status.

· NJSBA believes that the federal government has the primary responsibility to identify the national interest in education.

· NJSBA believes that the federal government should help fund and support efforts to protect and promote that interest.

· NJSBA believes that the federal government must provide the national leadership to ensure the nation’s public and private resources are marshaled to address national educational issues.

· NJSBA believes that the federal government’s role includes functions of national consequence that states and localities alone are unlikely to be able to meet.

· NJSBA believes that the federal government, in cooperation with states and localities, should help meet the needs of key groups of students such as migrant children.

· NJSBA recognizes that student mobility affects the educational achievement of students and has a financial impact on school districts striving to provide a thorough and efficient education for mobile students.

Submitted by:
The New Jersey School Boards Association for readoption (with revisions) of 2011 Resolution 18.

Staff Note:
Language to be deleted is in strikeout format; language to be added is in BOLD TYPE.
21st Century Skills
NSBA urges Congress to support programs and research that focus on problem-solving, creativity, critical thinking, and other high-level 21st century skills that are important for success in a global workplace. As such, Congress should support school district capacity to provide the technology and tools necessary to foster innovative learning practices and instructional methods that bridge school and real-world experiences, provide for greater individualization of education, and prepare students for college and/or career.
In addition, Congress should provide funding and other incentives to states and localities to design and implement rigorous science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) curriculum and encourage geographical and cultural awareness.
RATIONALE:

· Several groups and commissions are leading the way toward a new definition for public education that focuses on 21st century skills that are valued in the workplace, such as problem solving, creativity, global awareness, and the ability to apply knowledge to new situations. 

· Many groups are also focused on increasing achievement in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) fields to advance American competitiveness in the global economy.

· School boards understand the importance of developing students’ abilities in these areas, but many lack the technology and tools for assessing and integrating them into existing curricula. 

· The 110th Congress passed the America COMPETES Act, to authorize programs to improve math and science instruction and student achievement, but it has not been funded.

· Furthermore, Congress is exploring new initiatives that will promote 21st Century Learning through such means as online courses, project-based learning, and dual enrollment in community colleges.

Submitted by:
The National Black Caucus of School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 8.

Early Learning
NSBA urges Congress to grant flexibility to school districts to establish preschool programs for all three and four year olds through a separate funding stream, that develops, expands, coordinates and enhances the quality and availability of preschool programs.

RATIONALE:

· The need for effective early childhood education programs is critical to increasing student achievement and closing the achievement gap in public schools. While school boards have called for a new investment in pre-kindergarten programs for three- and four-year olds, they also recognize the importance of other early childhood education initiatives. 

· Programs that provide children developmentally appropriate stimulation early on can help to improve their school readiness as well as academic performance in the later grades.  Research has also shown that children who participate in high-quality preschool programs demonstrate greater interest in learning, are less likely to repeat a grade or require special education classes, and are more likely to graduate from high school and attend post secondary institutions.

· As the accountability benchmarks that states and districts have set under No Child Left Behind become ever more difficult to meet and federal policy focuses on turning around persistently low-performing schools, preschool has emerged as an effective strategy to narrow achievement gaps before children attend kindergarten and to ensure that every child who enters kindergarten will be well prepared to undertake a challenging curriculum and meet high standards.

Submitted by:
The National Black Caucus of School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 15.
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
NSBA urges Congress to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). NSBA believes the intent and stated objectives of the current law are laudable; however, the act generally fails to acknowledge or build upon the work in many states to implement effective accountability systems that often are as good as or better than the current system. Further, many key provisions of the current law are unworkable, too costly, and inconsistent with effective state efforts to raise student achievement. 

Given the priority placed on education by President Obama and the 111th Congress to improve the nation’s public schools and our nation’s global competitiveness, NSBA urges Congress to pass legislation that:

(a)
inspires expectations in student achievement that are high and attainable and will be reinforced by accountability systems that constructively support those outcomes;

(b)
provides states and school districts with greater overall flexibility to make educationally sound decisions, including the development and adoption of standards, and be free of mandates that unnecessarily or counterproductively hinder school districts from achieving their goals;

(c)
supports appropriate, high-quality, valid and reliable assessments for all students, including for English Language Learners (ELL) and students with disabilities as determined by their Individualized Education Program (IEP) team;

(d)
uses multiple measures of academic achievement that will more accurately determine students’ knowledge and performance and that reflect the well-rounded education necessary to be successful in the 21st century economy, as opposed to judging success on their performance in a single assessment;

(e)
permits the use of growth models and other measures of student achievement that more accurately reflect student and school performance;

(f)
facilitates strategic interventions that are designed at the local or state level and are targeted to students and schools most in need, rather than impose ineffective and costly sanctions;

(g)
fully funds the law, along with other federal assistance programs that are critical to achieving the law’s goals;

(h)
ensures that states and local school districts are not hindered in their authority and flexibility to implement research-based approaches and interventions to turn around the lowest achieving schools;

(i)
recognizes the significant impact of formula-driven federal funding to urban, rural and suburban school districts in providing greater equity to schools with high enrollment of students in poverty; and opposes any shifts toward increased competitive grants that would reduce or limit future increases in formula driven educational programs; 

(j)
ensures that states and local school districts are not hindered in their authority and flexibility to design and implement initiatives to attract, develop, retain and reward teachers and principals in determining how best to meet the needs of their students to achieve the goal of being college and career ready by the 2020;

(k)
supports evidence-based strategies and an accountability framework to address the unique needs of schools and school districts with high mobility; 
(l)
provides states and school districts support and flexibility to establish programs to enhance teacher/principal quality and effectiveness that focuses on preparation, recruitment, retention, and evaluation; and,
(m)
grants flexibility to school districts to establish preschool programs for all three and four year olds through a separate funding stream, that develops, expands, coordinates and enhances the quality and availability of preschool programs.
Further, NSBA urges Congress to pass legislation that would suspend sanctions against schools and local school districts until such time as the reauthorization is completed.

RATIONALE:

· The current law has resulted in unintended consequences for schools and school districts and is not consistent with evidenced-based practices.

· The accountability system is flawed.

· Assessments are not valid and reliable for all students.

· Secretary Duncan has acknowledged that the current law fails to accurately reflect the progress of schools and school districts. 

· Proposed regulatory requirements related to new Federal grant (RTT, SIG, i3) are not always consistent with current law.

Submitted by:
The National Hispanic Caucus of School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 6.

Childhood Nutrition and Food Products
NSBA urges Congress and the U.S. Department of Agriculture to recognize local school district authority and the variance among school district circumstances when enacting legislation or promulgating regulations to address improving childhood nutrition.

NSBA urges Congress to ensure that adequate funding is provided to support improving the nutritional quality of foods and beverages sold at schools and urges the Administration to involve local school boards in designing regulation and policy for implementation so that it does not impose additional costs on school districts.

In addition, NSBA urges the Department of Agriculture and other federal and state agencies responsible for food safety to improve and coordinate inspection, notification, and other protocols to ensure the nutritional value and safety of foods served in school lunch and breakfast programs.
RATIONALE:

· The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act provides unprecedented regulatory authority to the Secretary of Agriculture, including the availability of food sold in schools outside of the school lunch and breakfast programs, paid meal pricing, personnel matters and administration, all without federal financial support to address the cost or impact on school budgets.

· A one-size fits all mandate from the federal government to limit or reduce the sale of low-nutrition foods in schools neither reflects the importance of communities working with their school boards to achieve change of long-standing practices nor recognizes that the resource capacity of local districts can require delayed timetables for implementing changes.

· Current and proposed reimbursement rates for the School Breakfast and School Lunch Programs are inadequate to support increasing the inclusion of fresh fruits and vegetables and other high nutrient food and beverage products in school meal programs.

· The issue of nutrition in America’s schools is a high priority for the Obama Administration and many members of Congress, as the rate of child obesity has grown.  
· While schools have made significant strides in offering healthy school meals that meet U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) requirements, there is concern about the availability of “competitive” foods that are often sold in or around school cafeterias and in vending machines or school stores and as fundraisers or for celebrations.  Federal legislation has been introduced that would codify into statute specific nutrition standards for all food sold in schools as well as give USDA the authority to restrict competitive foods outside of the federally subsidized school lunch and breakfast programs.

· Lapses in coordination and communication between and among federal and state agencies for food safety have resulted in recalled or other high-risk foods being served in school in the U.S.  Procedures and policies must be improved to quickly remove these foods from school cafeterias and the delivery systems.

· Local boards of education (not state and federal governments) are best suited to promulgate public policy coordinating the efforts of their individual community’s health care professionals, faculty, parents, and students in a comprehensive attempt to counter cultural influences and alter unhealthy behavior.

· Schools have an appropriate role to play in teaching proper nutrition, modeling good nutritional habits, and providing adequate time and instruction for physical education and activity. 

· The majority of state legislatures have enacted state legislation related to childhood nutrition indicating that further federal intervention is not warranted.

Submitted by:
The National Hispanic Caucus of School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 11.
Educational Opportunity
NSBA urges Congress to amend the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 to authorize the cancellation of removal, and the adjustment of status, of undocumented immigrant students who are long-term United States residents.
RATIONALE:

· Today’s world of rapid changes, technological advances and global competitiveness create new challenges for our schools.  Increasing costs for postsecondary education are prohibitive to many high performing graduates of the nation’s public schools simply because they lack citizenship.

· Providing postsecondary education opportunities to graduates from the nation’s high schools will improve the overall economy and reduce the governmental costs in addressing the needs of families in poverty (e.g. housing, health, protective service, etc.).

Submitted by:
The National Hispanic Caucus of School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 17.
Childhood Nutrition and Food Products
NSBA urges Congress and the U.S. Department of Agriculture to recognize local school district authority and the variance among school district circumstances when enacting legislation or promulgating regulations to address improving childhood nutrition.

NSBA urges Congress to ensure that adequate funding is provided to support improving the nutritional quality of foods and beverages sold at schools and urges the Administration to involve local school boards in designing regulation and policy for implementation so that it does not impose additional costs on school districts.

In addition, NSBA urges the Department of Agriculture and other federal and state agencies responsible for food safety to improve and coordinate inspection, notification, and other protocols to ensure the nutritional value and safety of foods served in school lunch and breakfast programs.
RATIONALE:

· The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act provides unprecedented regulatory authority to the Secretary of Agriculture, including the availability of food sold in schools outside of the school lunch and breakfast programs, paid meal pricing, personnel matters and administration, all without federal financial support to address the cost or impact on school budgets.

· A one-size fits all mandate from the federal government to limit or reduce the sale of low-nutrition foods in schools neither reflects the importance of communities working with their school boards to achieve change of long-standing practices nor recognizes that the resource capacity of local districts can require delayed timetables for implementing changes.

· Current and proposed reimbursement rates for the School Breakfast and School Lunch Programs are inadequate to support increasing the inclusion of fresh fruits and vegetables and other high nutrient food and beverage products in school meal programs.

· The issue of nutrition in America’s schools is a high priority for the Obama Administration and many members of Congress, as the rate of child obesity has grown.  
· While schools have made significant strides in offering healthy school meals that meet U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) requirements, there is concern about the availability of “competitive” foods that are often sold in or around school cafeterias and in vending machines or school stores and as fundraisers or for celebrations.  Federal legislation has been introduced that would codify into statute specific nutrition standards for all food sold in schools as well as give USDA the authority to restrict competitive foods outside of the federally subsidized school lunch and breakfast programs.

· Lapses in coordination and communication between and among federal and state agencies for food safety have resulted in recalled or other high-risk foods being served in school in the U.S.  Procedures and policies must be improved to quickly remove these foods from school cafeterias and the delivery systems.

· Local boards of education (not state and federal governments) are best suited to promulgate public policy coordinating the efforts of their individual community’s health care professionals, faculty, parents, and students in a comprehensive attempt to counter cultural influences and alter unhealthy behavior.

· Schools have an appropriate role to play in teaching proper nutrition, modeling good nutritional habits, and providing adequate time and instruction for physical education and activity. 

· The majority of state legislatures have enacted state legislation related to childhood nutrition indicating that further federal intervention is not warranted.

Submitted by:
The National Caucus of American Indian/Alaska Native School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 11.

Quality Healthcare for Children
Quality healthcare for children has a positive effect on student achievement. Therefore, NSBA urges Congress and the Administration to ensure that the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” grants full access and coverage of affordable health insurance to all eligible children.

RATIONALE:

· Quality healthcare for students has a direct impact on academic achievement and school performance.

· Currently, more than nine million children in America are uninsured.

· Through the coordinated support of NSBA and other organizations within the education and healthcare sectors, the goal of obtaining federal resources for a more effective healthcare system for all children is possible during this Congress.

· The title is recommended to reflect we are referring to SCHIP and children’s insurance as opposed to the expected larger debate about overall health insurance coverage, which may be outside of the scope of NSBA’s advocacy agenda.

Submitted by:
The National Caucus of American Indian/Alaska Native School Board Members for readoption of 2011 Resolution 13.
